1634-35) LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1634 179

scured by a cloud, had been clear, we might have
seen at the same time, both Kebec and Tadoussac,
distant from each other at least forty leagues. I
saw with horror precipices beneath me, which made
[297] me tremble. In the midst of some plains, I
saw mountains which seemed to me like little towers,
or rather diminutive castles, although in reality they
were very large and very high. Imagine how hard
it is for these barbarians to drag their baggage so
high. I had trouble in getting up, but still more in
coming down; for, although I was going away from
the precipices, yet the slope was so steep that it was
very easy to roll down and break one’s head against
a tree.

On the twenty-ninth, we finished our descent of
this mountain, and carried our house up the slope of
another to which we were going. As this was the
end of our pilgrimage, we shall begin hereafter to
turn back and direct our course toward the Island
where we had left our Shallop. We saw here the
sources of two little rivers, which flow into a river
as large, our Savages say, as the St. Lawrence; they
call it Oueraouachticon.

[208] This twelfth station delivered us from fam-
ine; for the snow was deep enough to impede the
long legs of the Elk, and we had something to eat.
At first, there was nothing but feasts and dancing;
but this did not last long, as they soon began to dry
the meat. Passing thus from starvation to good food,
I felt very well; but when we changed from fresh
meat to smoked, I fell ill, and did not entirely recov-
er my health until three weeks after my return to our
little honse. It is true that from the beginning
of February until April we always had something to



